

Star Spangled BaltiMORE Welcomes You

Star Spangled BaltiMORE, the 2007 convention of A.G.O. Region III, invites you to enjoy four stellar days, July 2-5, 2007 in Baltimore’s vibrant cultural and vacation center.

Headquartered at the spacious Marriott Inner Harbor Hotel, adjacent to Camden Yards, the convention will feature historic churches and organs as well as instruments which are less than one year old.  Housing the first Catholic basilica and the oldest Methodist and Unitarian churches in America, BaltiMORE offers the ideal location to celebrate the heritage and glimpse the future of organ and sacred music.  Consider these events:

· Opening festival service at the newly-renovated and spectacular Basilica of the Assumption, preceded by recital by Mary Beth Bennett;

· July 4 fireworks in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, preceded by James David Christie’s recital on the new Andover organ at Christ Lutheran Church;

· Recitals by Cherry Rhodes, Donald Sutherland, Eric Plutz, Bruce Stevens and Ronald Stolk on important new and historic instruments;

· Theater organ performance by Michael Britt;

· Hymn festival with Peter Latona and musicians from the National Shrine;

· Reconstructed Lutheran Vespers of 1703, honoring the Buxtehude tercentennial;

· Appearances by Choir of First and Central Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, DE; and Cantate Chamber Singers, Washington, DC;

· Jazz piano stylings of Joe Utterback;

· Address by the Rev. Dr. Victoria Sirota;

· Presentation of Emergent Worship by Eileen Guenther;

· Services of worship in America’s oldest Methodist and Unitarian churches;

· Twelve workshop offerings;

· Regional Competition for Young Organists and winner’s recital;

· Organ crawl - fascinating instruments in private homes and historic churches;

· “Baltimore Supper” – local crabcakes and many other options;

· Time to browse the large display of exhibits;

· Tour of Baltimore’s Catacombs;

· Gala banquet at the Tremont Hotel’s stunning restoration of Baltimore’s magnificent Masonic Lodge; and

· a panoply of tourist attractions for family and friends in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, Fort McHenry (birthplace of The Star Spangled Banner), and nearby Washington, DC.  See www.baltimore.org for a description of local vacation opportunities.

Please join us July 2-5, 2007 for a convention worthy of Baltimore (a.k.a. “Charm City”)!  Visit our web site at www.baltimoreago.org .  Watch your mailbox for our flyer, containing more details and registration form, to arrive mid-October.  There’s more to see and do in BaltiMORE!






Your Colleagues of the Baltimore Chapter,

John Walker,  Convention Coordinator
